MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF NEW CASTLE
REGULAR MONTHLY COUNCIL MEETING
MASONIC HALL - 1406 WILMINGTON ROAD — NEW CASTLE
TUESDAY - MARCH 14, 2000 - 7:00 P.M.

ROLL CALL:

PRESENT Councilman DiAngelo Councilman Davis
Councilman Marinelli Councilman Reese
President Blest

Also, present Mayor Houben, Mr. Robert Martin, City Administrator, Herb Swanson,
Housing Enforcement Official, Rick Harrison, Director of Public Works, Mr. Jeff
Bergstrom, Building Official, Lt. Patrick Cannon, Officer in charge of New Castle City

Police, and attached list of audience.

APPROVAL OF COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Mr. Martin read the committee reports and announced they are available at the City
Administration Building and The New Castle Public Library.

Police Department Report - February 2000
Building Official’s Report - February 2000
Public Works Report - February 2000
Health and Housing Report - February 2000

TREASURER’S REPORT:

Ms. Janet Carlin, City Treasurer read the report for the month ending January 2000. Mr.
Reese motioned that all reports be accepted as read. Mr. Davis seconded the motion.

Motion passed unanimously.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES BY DATE:

President Blest asked if council had read the minutes and if anyone had any changes or
corrections. Council had no corrections. Mr. DiAngelo motioned that the minutes be

accepted. Mr. Reese seconded the motion.
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COMMUNICATIONS:

1.

President Blest read a letter from Mr. Steven Leach. Mr. Leach wrote commending
the employees of New Castle for a job well-done and making New Castle a better
place for the residents of New Castle. He made a special note of thanking Mr. Jeff
Bergstrom, Building Official who he felt does an excellent job on behalf of the

residents of New Castle.

BUSINESS FROM THE FLOOR:

There were no comments from the audience regarding agenda items.

BUSINESS FROM THE MAYOR:

¢

J

Mayor Houben read a letter from Governor Carper commending our Public Works
‘Department on the great job they did in removing the snow from our streets.

2. ’;’ Mayor Houben stated that he was having a meeting tomorrow with Del Dot regarding

large trucks traveling through New Castle over the Army Bridge on Route 9.
Mayor Houben stated the city has gotten $1.3 for the senior center on the old Deemer
Steele site. They have some environmental concerns that are now being addressed

DENREC and the EPA.
The mayor attended a Phil Power meeting at the Kent Manor Inn as a representative

of the City of New Castle.
The mayor’s appointment to the Planning Commission had sold his home and he

needs to be replaced. The mayor asked for anyone interested in having this

appointment to please contact him.
The mayor contacted Court 11 regarding the Abandoned Vehicle Ordinance and they

assured him they will enforce New Castle’s ordinances.

BUSINESS FROM COUNCIL PRESIDENT:

President Blest stated he had no business to discuss.

BUSINESS FROM CITY ADMINISTRATOR:

1.

Mr. Martin read a letter from the Department of Community Services informing the
city that they were not awarded the CDBG Public Facilities Improvement funds for

the fiscal year 2001.
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2. Mr. Martin stated the city received a copy of the Delaware Solid Waste Authority’s
Fiscal Year 1999 Annual Report.

3. A letter from Governor Carper was received asking the city to alert the citizens to the
value of returning their Census 2000 surveys received a letter. Mr. Martin stated the
census is now hiring people to help make the census a success.

4. Council also received a letter from Governor Carper regarding State Planning Issues.

5. Mr. Martin received a letter from Robert Parke, North District Engineer for
Department of Transportation confirming they received his letter regarding changing
the crossable concrete median to a non-crossable one on New Castle Avenue. Mr.
Parke forward the letter to the Statewide Traffic Engineer who will get in touch with

6. Mr. Martin also received a letter from Division of Parks and Recreation announcing
availability of funding through the Delaware Land and Water Conservation Fund.

BID OPENING — Contract #2000-01, Buttonwood Avenue Curb, Gutter, Sidewalk, and
Paving Project: CDBG #199566025;.199666052; 199805062; 199905062.
The city received nine sealed bids that were opened in the order received:

1. Sanco Construction $191,137.50
2. Greggo & Ferrara $163,167.00
3. R.Julian Ent. $217,950.00
4. J. E. Rispoli $217,281.20
5. Harmony Const. $216,300.00
6. Daisy Const. $207,242.50
7. Diamond Natl. $157,857.10
8. Cecil Const. $130,060.00
9. Stripe-A-Lot Inc. $186,068.10

Mr. Martin and Mr. Marinelli will review the bids and recommend to council who was
the lowest bidder that met all specifications and award the contract thereafter.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

1. First reading of Ordinance #392 titled “Vehicles Abandoned.” President Blest
read by title only Ordinance #392. Mr. Marienelli made a motion to accept the first
reading of this ordinance by title only. Mr. Reese seconded the motion. Motion

passed unanimously.
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Up-date on permitting of drainage ditch in Buttonwood by the Corps. Of
Engineers. Mr. Martin stated that no meeting has been arranged as of this time.
President Blest stated that he would table this item until next month, but he will keep
it on the agenda until a meeting is arranged with the Corps. Of Engineers. Motion
tabled.

Discussion on increasing income limits on the Over 65 and Disability Tax
Exemptions. Mr. Davis read what the current limits are what the proposed increase
will be. The limits have not been increased in seven years. Mr. Davis made a motion
to adopt an ordinance for the next meeting to increase the limits. Mr. Reese seconded
the motion.

Discussion on City policy regarding city employees performing services outside
normal tour of duty, i.e., pay jobs. President Blest stated that this item needed more
preliminary work and would be tabled at this time. Motion tabled.

Consideration and action on a Right-of-Way use Agreement between City of
New Castle and Metricom, Inc. Mr. Marinelli asked that this item be tabled at this
time, as the attorneys for both parties have not been able to get together. Mr.
Marinelli stated that Meticom has asked to meet with council at the next council
meeting on April 11, 2000. Motion tabled.

Discussion on Ordinance regarding Registration, Licensing and Regulation of
Rental Properties in the City of New Castle. Mr. Marinelli stated this is not a
money making scheme, that this ordinance to protect renters. Council decided that a
public hearing would be held prior to the next council meeting on April 11, 2000 at

6:30 p.m.

NEW BUSINESS:

1.

Presentation of Charter Change Committee Report. Mr. Marinelli stated that
council appointed a committee of six people to serve on the committee. Mr. Marinelli
stated that he wanted to thank those individuals for their time and hard work. Mr.
Marinelli stated the committee’s report has been submitted to the President of
Council. Mr. Reese and Mayor Houben stated that several members of the committee
would like another meeting. Council decided to table this item until another meeting
could be held and their report presented to council. Motion tabled.
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. Discussion on Municipal Buildings. Mr. Reese stated that the Banks Building at the

wharf will have the main room divided off for use by the seasonal police officers and
the other part can continue to be used by the gentlemen known as the “Senate.” Mr.
Reese stated there have been several complaints about the maintenance of the public
restrooms located on Battery Park. Mr. Reese stated the restroom is serviced
everyday. The problem seems to be during the day on weekends. Mr. Reese
motioned for council to ask the Visitors Bureau for funds to help in the maintenance
of the restrooms. Mr. Marinelli seconded the motion. Motion passed unanimously.

. Resolution recognizing the New Castle Progressive Club. President Blest read a

resolution recognizing the Progressive Club for their dedication in providing service
to the youth of the City of New Castle. This resolution was presented to the

Progressive Club at their yearly breakfast meeting.
1st and 2™ reading of an Ordinance taxing and setting fees and costs to be

assessed and recovered in monition proceedings. President Blest explained this

ordinance was developed to help the city recoup lawyer fees and other expenses
incurred when the city disposes of parcels of land for sheriffs sale. President then read
the ordinance. Mr. Davis made a motion to accept the ordinance as read. Mr.
Marinelli seconded the motion. Motion passed unanimously.

. Date of April 8" set for sale of surplus city property. President Blest deferred this

item to Mr. Martin. Mr. Martin stated that Surplus City property of desks; chairs and
other city property would be auctioned off at this sale. The sale will start at 8:00 a.m.

at the Trolley Bamn.

. Pursuant to Section 64 of the City Code, consideration of possible sale of city

property located at old garage site. Parcels 21-015.00 and 21-015.00-089. Mr.
Reese stated there are certain procedures that have to be followed in order for council
to dispose of city property. Mr. Reese stated when council agrees to sell city property
it must first be offered for sale to the Trustees of the New Castle Common and The
Board of Water and Light. If not sold to either of them within 30 days then it can be
placed on the real estate market for fair market value or appraised value. The
property is located where the old city garage used to be prior to demolition. Mr.
Bergstrom stated that it would cost an additional $12,000 to finish the short-term
demolition and the property has 3 different zonings. Mr. Reese does not want to keep
the property, as he feels council does not need to be in the property management
business. President Blest felt very strong about the city retaining the property and not
losing control over its use. Council decided to have a workshop to discuss the sale of
the property at the Trolley Barn on Wednesday March 29, 2000. Mr. DiAngelo
motioned to approve the $12,000 for the remainder of the project. Mr. Davis
seconded the motion. Motioned passed unanimously.
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7. Replacement of small dump truck. Mr. Marinelli made a motion for the city to
purchase a new % ton dump truck with a plow. It will be purchased under the state
contract for the amount of $31,695. Our 1990 GMC dump truck is costing a lot of
money in repairs.

8. FY 2000-2001 request for Suburban Street Aid monies for street paving. Mr.
Marinelli read from a list he presented to council of the streets that are in need of
repairs. Mr. Marinelli asked council to review the list and get back to him if they have
any additional suggestions. The funds for these repairs will be from Suburban Street
Aid. Council agreed to look over the list and get back to Mr. Marinelli with their
suggestions.

9. General comments from the floor.

1. Justine Paynter questioned council about why the council took the privilege of
skate boarding away from the youth of New Castle. Mr. Marinelli stated it was
for safety purposes. President Blest explained how skateboarders were destroying
resident properties. Justine asked council to reconsider the ordinance prohibiting
skateboarding within the city limits. She felt the individuals who were not
destructive were being penalized because of those who were.

2. Mr. Petty complained about the entrance to Collins Park and recommended
closing it off. His concern was individuals speeding in the area from
Buttonwood Avenue to the Collins Park Entrance.

3. Mr. Al Bonaparte questioned the start and finish dates of the project in his area
related to grading of the property to avoid flooding of their yards. Council
recommended that he contact Representative Houghton. Mayor Houben stated he
would take it upon himself to handle this problem for Mr. Bonaparte.

4. Casey Payne also spoke about the ordinance prohibiting skateboarding.

5. Steven Roberts from Washington Park recommended council consider
skateboarding only under adult supervision. He also recommended that the city
contact the Norfolk Southern Railroad about the Buttonwood Avenue problem
Mr. Petty spoke about.

6. Dave June of the West End Civic Association spoke about the proposed ordinance
regulating rental properties. He also spoke about his concerns about the railroad
tracks in Shawtown being unattended and an eyesore.

7. Mr. Dominic Balascio spoke at length about parts of the proposed rental
ordinance. He presented council with a list of recommended changes.



8. George Bumns also addressed his concerns with the proposed rental ordinance in
relation to licensing of buildings with old electrical services.

9. Flo Russell also stated of her support of the proposed rental ordinance.

10. Bert Schaen spoke about the storm sewers systems in Washington Park.

11. Chris Alabrudziniski thanked council for cleaning up the old city garage area.

Mr. Reese then made a motion for council adjourn the regular council meeting and enter
into executive session for the purpose of discussing personnel matters. Mr. Marinelli
seconded the motion. Motion passed unanimously.

Executive meeting minutes as dictated by Mr. Robert Martin, City Administrator.

During the twenty minute executive session which convened at 9:10 p.m. discussion was
held relevant to the hiring of a new police chief.

Councilman Reese made a motion to go out of executive session and return to open
session at 9:30 p.m. Councilman Davis seconded the motion. Motion passed

unanimously.

Upon return to open session there was no more business conducted.

Councilman DiAngelo made a motion to adjourn the regular meeting. Councilman Reese
seconded the motion. Motion passed unanimously.

Meeting adjourned.
Respectfully submitted,

Patricia Fuller
City Clerk
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