MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF NEW CASTLE ;w? s '

REGULAR MONTHLY COUNCIL MEETING
TOWN HALL - 201 DELAWARE STREET - NEW CASTLE
TUESDAY - DECEMBER 12, 2000 - 7:00 PM

ROLL CALL:

PRESENT Councilman DiAngelo Councilman Davis
Councilman Marinelli Councilman Reese
President Blest

Also, present Mayor Houben, Mr. Robert Martin, City Administrator, Chief Kevin
McDerbery, and Lt. Patrick Cannon, New Castle Police Department and Senator Dori
Connor and attached list of audience.

APPROVAL OF COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Mr. Martin read the following reports:

Police Department Report - November 2000
Building Official’s Report - November 2000
Public Works Report - November 2000
Finance and Human Resource Report - November 2000
TREASURER’S REPORT:

Ms. Janet Carlin, City Treasurer read the treasurer’s report for the month ending
November 2000.

Mr. Reese made a motion that all committee reports and the treasurer’s report be
accepted as read. Mr. Marinelli seconded the motion. Motion passed unanimously.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES BY DATE:

President Blest asked if council had read the minutes and asked if there were any
questions or changes. Mr. Reese made a motion to accept the minutes as read. Mr.
DiAngelo seconded the motion. Motion passed unanimously.
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COMMUNICATIONS:

Neither President Blest nor council had any communications.

BUSINESS FROM THE FLOOR:

1. Don Mischler from 2™ Street questioned the planned change in making Wilmington

Road, one- way traffic pattern from 3™ to 4™ Streets.

[\

Mr. Reese had a question regarding #3 on the agenda under New Business.

3. Mr. Petty had several questions about the completion of the Buttonwood project. He
also wanted to know about the street opening of old New Castle Avenue as he wants
to build a house.

BUSINESS FROM THE MAYOR:

Mayor Houben had no business to discuss at this time.

BUSINESS FROM COUNCIL PRESIDENT:

President Blest had no business to discuss at this time.

BUSINESS FROM CITY ADMINISTRATOR:

1. Mr. Martin stated that the Beautification Committee has done a great job. They are
now working with the Tree Commission regarding plans for next year.

2. Mr. Martin stated 2 properties are up for sheriff’s sale.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

1. Discussion on revising Business License Fees. Mr. Davis stated that council needs
more information on the fees and this item is for discussion only. Council decided to
have a public hearing at 6:30 p.m. before the regular council meeting on Tuesday,
January 9, 2001.
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NEW BUSINESS:

1. Consideration of Resolution N0.2000-18 to provide a one (1) time lump sum
pension benefit to four (4) retirees of the City of New Castle. President Blest read
Resolution No. 2000-18 for Mr. Marinelli. Mr. Marienelli asked council to grant
each pensioner a $550 lump sum payment. Mr. Marinelli stated that 3 of the
pensioners were former members of the New Castle Police force and that the state
will pay for 75 percent of their share. President Blest stated council has been granting
this lump sum payment since 1996 and that it is not done for any other city employee.
Mr. Marinelli made a motion to accept the motion as read. Mr. Reese seconded the

motion. Mr. Marinelli voted yes, Mr. DiAngelo voted yes, Mr. Reese voted yes, Mr.
Davis voted yes, and President Blest abstained from voting.

2. Consideration of Resolution No. 2000-19 approving the recommendation of the
Committee to annex Delaware Credit Union League, S.E. corner of Rt. 273 and
Quigley Boulevard. This motion was tabled, as the resolution has not been
completed. This resolution will be placed on January 2001 agenda.

3. Consideration of Resolution No. 2000-21 authorizing the Mayor to sign an
application for CDBG funds for FY 2001 to complete Buttonwood Street
Improvements. President Blest read the resolution. Mr. Marienelli made a motion
to accept the resolution as read. Mr. Reese seconded the motion. Motion passed

unanimously.

4. Consideration of Resolution #2000-20 concerning the creation of 15 mph on
Third Street, South to Chestnut Street, developing a one-way traffic pattern,
Wilmington Road, 3" to 4™ Streets. Mr. DiAngelo read the resolution in its
entirety. Mr. Reese questioned why it would take 3 months to get street signs? Mr.
Martin stated that DelDot is working with the city on the placing of street signs and
notification for the public will cause the process to take a little longer. Mr. Reese
made a motion to accept the resolution as read. Mr. Marinelli seconded the motion.

Motion passed unanimously.

5. Consideration of Resolution #2000-22 accepting streets in Boothhurst. President
Blest read the resolution in its entirety. Mr. Reese asked if all the streets were up to
state specifications? Mr. Martin stated Mr. Bergstrom, Building Inspector and the
city engineer have inspected the streets and they met all state specifications.
President Blest read the resolution. Mr. Marinelli made a motion to accept the
resolution as read. Mr. Reese seconded the motion. Motion passed unanimously.
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6.

10.

Authorization for Mayor to sign DelDot Agreement concerning repaving of 6™
Street and Frenchtown Road. Mr. Martin stated DelDot had sent a letter to Mayor
Houben regarding the repaving of 6™ Street and Frenchtown Road this coming year.
These are all state roads except the 6th Street section, from Delaware to South Street
that will be the city’s responsibility for maintenance. Mr. Marinelli made a motion
that the city is aware of their share of the expense and acknowledges the
responsibility and to authorize the Mayor to sign the agreement. Mr. Reese seconded
the motion. Motion passed unanimously.

Discussion of rebuilding curb and sidewalk, Clayton to 10™ Street. Mr. Marinelli
stated that some curbs and sidewalks within the city are almost non-existent. Mr.
Martin got a cost on refurbishing the curbs on Clayton Street in the amount of
$181,000. Mr. Marinelli stated that cost is not in the city budget. The city will pursue
a block grant enabling them to refurbish the curbs on Clayton, Chestnut and 6"
Streets. Mr. Davis asked if anyone has looked into the possibility of capping the
curbs? Mr. Martin will look into the possibility of capping the curbs.

Resolution No. 2000-23 honoring George E. O’Neal for completing twenty-five
(25) years of service with the Mayor and Council of New Castle. President Blest
read the resolution honoring Mr. O’Neal in its entirety. Mr. Reese made a motion to
accept the resolution as read. Mr. Marinelli seconded the motion. Motion passed

unanimously.

Resolution No. 2000-24 honoring Marian C. Delaney for completing twenty (20)
years of service with the Mayor and Council of New Castle. President Blest read
the resolution honoring Ms. Delaney in its entirety. Mr. Davis made a motion to
accept the motion as read. Mr. Reese seconded the motion. Motion passed
unanimously.

Opening of proposals for Engineering Services at Deemer Steel Site. Mr. Martin
opened the bids, reading only the names of the companies. Mr. Martin stated that he
and Mr. Bergstrom would review the bids and then make a recommendation to
council. They will check each bid for compliance to all specifications in the bid
listing.
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11. Comments from the floor.

1. Chief McDerby thanked council for the lump sum pension benefit given to former
police officers.

2. George Freebery asked what is the present status of the Deemer Steele property?

Does the city own it? Council stated the city does not own the property and the

owner gave permission to come on site for engineering studies..

Senator Connor asked why the owner of the property is not paying for the costs of

the engineering services for the Deemer Steele property? Council said it was part

of the bargaining process in acquiring the property. Senator Connor
recommended the city consider a Delaware firm.

4. George Freebery had a question on item No. 4 on the agenda regarding the

proposed change in traffic patterns on 3™ and Chestnut Streets.

Senator Connor asked council to please notify DelDot about agenda item No. 5.

She stated it is important for state funding of roads.

6. Teal Petty asked if she could make a presentation at the next council meeting
regarding the progress on Buttonwood School. She stated the presentation would
only take 10 or 15 minutes. Council agreed.

7. Earl Carpenter stated for informational purposes that the roadwork on Delaware
Route 1 went to a New Jersey firm.
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12. Motion for Executive Session to discuss settlement of pending litigation with City
Solicitor. Mr. Reese made a motion to adjourn the public session of the council
meeting and enter into executive session. Mr. DiAngelo seconded the motion.

Motion passed unanimously. )

Meeting adjourned.

EXECUTIVE SESSION MINUTES AS DICTATED BY MR. ROBERT MARTIN,
CITY ADMINISTRATOR.

The Mayor and Council covened into executive session at 9:05 p.m. with the city solicitor
to discuss pending litigation.

Discussion also took place regarding the engagement of Michael Pawkowski, Esquire to
handle legal matters concerning the Deemer Steel site.

After much discussion concerning both items Councilman Reese made a motion to return
to open session. Mr. DiAngelo seconded the motion. Motion passed unanimously.
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The Mayor and Council returned to open session at 9:40 p.m. Councilman Reese made
the following motion: “Be it resolved that the Council of The Mayor and Council of New
Castle by motion made and seconded hereby accepts and ratifies the “Agreement in
Principle” reached with the assistance of the Magistrate Judge and hereby authorizes the
President of City Council and the City Solicitor to take such action as necessary to
complete all settlement matters pursuant to the “Agreement in Principle”. Mr. Davis
seconded the motion. Motion passed unanimously.

President Blest instructed Mr. Martin, City Administrator to place the appointment of
municipal complex attorney on the January agenda.

Being no further business Councilman Davis made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Mr.
Reese seconded the motion. Motion passed unanimously.

Respectfully submitted,
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Patricia K. Fuller
City Clerk



