A New Castle City Board of Building Appeals took place on January 14, 2010 at    
7 p.m. in the City of New Castle’s Town Hall.

Members Present:
Angela Marconi, Acting Chairperson



Lynn Sheridan




David Connell

Members Absent:
Patrick Kirkley, Chairperson



Tim Johnson
City Staff:

Cathie Thomas, City Administrator
Acting Chairperson Angela Marconi called the meeting to order at 7:10 p.m.  Roll call was taken.  The City Ordinance pertaining to these matters requires this Board to meet.  
315-317 Harmony Street – Ms. Thomas informed that a previous owner did have this structure vacant for some time.  At the time the fee of $8,500 was put in place it was valid.  The status has significantly changed with the new owner.  Ms. Nicole Bustamante, new owner, presented to the Board.  She is requesting a one-time waiver of this fee because the structure has not been vacant since she acquired it in July (2009).  It is being completely renovated and there is no certificate of occupancy at this time.  Ms. Thomas noted that the renovation project is one of the most extensive being undertaken in the City.  Ms. Bustamante anticipates occupying the structure as soon as renovations are complete, which should be mid to late February.  There are utilities on the property.  (Ms. Thomas explained the definition of a vacant property as it applies to the City ordinance and what the ordinance is intended to do.)  
Ms. Marconi made a motion to grant the waiver on 315-317 Harmony Street based on Ms. Bustamante’s testimony.  Mr. Connell seconded the motion.  The motion was adopted by unanimous vote.  
901 Gray Street – Ms. Thomas informed there are no utilities at this property and it has been vacant since 2006.  No permits have been issued and the property is not up for sale.  The current fee due is $1,000.  The City feels it is a vacant property according to the ordinance.  No one was present to represent the property.  (Brief discussion about the applicant’s claims of vandalism at this site followed.)  
Mr. Connell made a motion that the owner pays the fee with the stipulation they show valid reason as to why no one was present tonight.  (Lengthy discussion about the notification process followed.  Members were concerned with whether property owners were aware of tonight’s meeting.)  Motion died for lack of second.  
Ms. Marconi made a motion to table this matter until a future meeting.            Ms. Sheridan seconded the motion which was passed by unanimous vote.  
706 Clark Street – This matter was discussed at the last meeting.  

739 Center Street – No paperwork was provided for consideration of this matter.  It will be scheduled for a future date.  
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1203 Wilmington Road – Ms. Thomas reported this property has no utilities, is not for sale, no permits have been issued, and has been vacant since 1985.  The current fee due is $11,500.  No one was present to represent the property.  Ms. Sheridan feels the fee should be imposed because of the amount of time the structure has been vacant, the owner lives in Colorado, and there are no representatives present for the property owner.  Mr. Connell would like assurance that notification was made with the applicant and/or owner to protect the City before making a decision.  Ms. Thomas offered that the City is proper in placing this fee on the subject property.  The fee stands on this property until this body grants/denies the one-time waiver being requested.  (Brief discussion followed.)  Ms. Marconi believes that this body should be consistent in their actions.  
Ms. Marconi made a motion to table this matter until a future meeting.            Mr. Connell seconded the motion.  The motion was approved by a vote of 2 (Marconi and Connell) in favor and 1 (Sheridan) voting against tabling the matter.  
There being no further business before this Board the meeting was adjourned at   7:40 p.m.  

Respectfully submitted, 

Debbie Turner

Stenographer
