Planning Commission Meeting
November 26, 2012

[bookmark: _GoBack]New Castle City Planning Commission Meeting
November 26, 2012 -- 6:30 p.m.
City of New Castle’s Town Hall 

Members Present:  	Susan Marinelli, Acting Chair
			Joe DiAngelo
			Dorsey Fiske
			Jonathan Justice
			Florence Smith

Members Absent:	David Bird, Chair
			Josephine Moore
William Simpson, Co-Chair
Vera Worthy 

Also Present:		Marian Hull, City Planner
			Jeff Bergstrom, City Building Inspector


The meeting was called to order by Ms. Marinelli, at 6:35 p.m.  Roll call was taken and a quorum declared.

Minutes – A motion was made and seconded to approve the September 2012 minutes.  The motion carried.  There was no quorum present at the October meeting.

Minor Sub-Division #2100700184 & 2100700185, 305 Moore Avenue – This matter involves re-subdividing the parcels into 0.17 acre lots.  It is the former site of a non-conforming duplex. The property burned down and the new owner proposes rebuilding two single-family detached homes on the site.  Minimum parcel sizes meet zoning requirements, but the lot width and front yard depth do not conform to modern zoning code.  The applicant (D. Oren) has received a variance for the lot sizes from the Board of Adjustment.  Mr. Bergstrom addressed questions about the existing driveway and garage.  Ms. Hull has no additional comments on the proposal.  

A motion was made by Mr. DiAngelo to recommend the minor sub-division be approved.  Mr. Justice seconded the motion and the motion was approved.

Report on Planning Studies 
Parking Committee -- Mr. Justice reported on the Parking Committee’s meeting of November 20, 2012.  A set of guiding principles and goals was distributed and reviewed.  Two committee members (Mrs. Viola and Ms. Wurtzel) did an inventory of parking spaces that included nearly all of the historic district.  The one-page survey has been finalized and will be distributed in the December MSC billing.  Copies will be available in the library and New Castle Weekly, and will be available on the City’s website (with WILMAPCO’s assistance) and the Cobblestones website.  Mr. Justice reported the committee anticipates having preliminary information available by March 2013.  

Neighborhood Study – There is $5,000 budgeted for this study.  Ms. Hull distributed the scope of work to be covered.  She anticipates two planning sessions with the Planning Commission to develop boundaries of neighborhoods and associated needs and issues.  We would then review those findings at a third planning session.  A community meeting would be scheduled thereafter.  Community feedback would be used to develop specific action items at a Planning Commission meeting.  After brief discussion it was decided discussion on neighborhood boundaries will take place in January 2013.  

New Business – There is a time-sensitive sub-division matter that may be presented to the Planning Commission in December.  

Status of Proposed Zoning Changes – Ms. Hull reported there are no changes.

Budget – Tabled until the next meeting.  

Next Meeting & Adjournment – The next meeting is scheduled for 12/17/12 at 6:30 p.m.  There being no further business the meeting adjourned at 7 p.m.
 
Respectfully submitted,


Debbie Turner
Stenographer
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