Planning Commission Meeting
December 17, 2012

[bookmark: _GoBack]New Castle City Planning Commission Meeting
December 17, 2012 -- 6:30 p.m.
City of New Castle’s Town Hall 

Members Present:  	David Bird, Chair
			Joe DiAngelo
			Dorsey Fiske
			Jonathan Justice
			Josephine Moore
			Florence Smith

Members Absent:	Susan Marinelli 
William Simpson, Co-Chair
Vera Worthy 

Also Present:		Marian Hull, City Planner


The meeting was called to order by Mr. Bird at 6:30 p.m.  Roll call was taken and a quorum declared.

Minutes – A motion was made and seconded to approve the November 2012 minutes.  The motion carried.

Minor Sub-Division #2101530155, 10 Market Street (Sheriff’s House) – (Subdivide the area so the property the Sheriff’s House sits on is separate from the rest of The Green.) Ms. Lynn Riley, Division of Historical and Cultural Affairs, reported she was here to review and seek favorable recommendation for a minor sub-division of the Sheriff’s House in preparation of its eventual transfer to the federal government as part of the National Park initiative.  The plan was developed because we had an end -of- year deadline, but that deadline no longer exists.  Residents have expressed concerns with the project and the delay will allow for more communication about the project.  Information will be provided to the City.  Ms. Riley asked that the matter be tabled until the March 2013 Planning Commission meeting.  

Mr. Tom McDowell, resident, believes the State should have the property appraised and receive fair market value from the federal government.  Ms. Riley said this could be part of the discussion.  Ms. Janet Wurtzel asked what the timeline (Planning Commission, City Council) would be to ensure the public has an opportunity to express their concerns.  Mr. Bird said information would be publicized in the newspaper and City website to keep residents informed.  Questions can be directed to Ms. Riley or Cyndi Snyder, Supervisor of the Court House Museum.  

Discussion of safety issues/solutions for truck traffic turning from 2nd Street to Harmony Street – Mr. Michael Alfree, 2nd and Harmony Street, detailed his letter to Mayor, Reese, City Council, DelDOT Secretary Bhatt, and State representation detailing damages done to his vehicles and others by tractor trailer vehicles and problems with signage in the City.  City Council sent his concern to this body.  It is believed  the tractor trailer drivers are looking for the industrial park and get lost.  Mr. Alfree believes that DelDOT needs to properly sign the roadways around the City and that the City must act together in an effort to resolve the problem.  The trucks are damaging City streets, cobblestones, trees, vehicles, telephone wires


and curbs.  Most of the problems occur at night.  Discussion included the size of  lettering on existing signs, size of signs (too small), location of signs, too many signs in one area causing confusion, and poor directions from GPS devices.   

Ms. Hull informed that federal regulations for sign standards have changed and newer signs are bigger, font size is bigger and directional arrows bigger.   

Report on Planning Studies 
Way-Finding Grant – Ms. Linda Ratchford is with the Historic New Castle Alliance and Project Leader for the New Castle Way-Finding Project, funded by a grant from the New Castle County for Community Economic Development.  Areas they are focusing on include better signage to direct visitors into the City and historic area, mapping for pedestrian, parking, and physical map signs in the City.
  
Ms. Ratchford has spoken with Ann Gravatt, Policy Coordinator for Scenic Bypasses in Delaware.  Two scenic bypasses run through the City of New Castle.  The City did not accept DelDOT’s previous proposal for rerouting traffic in the City and Ms. Ratchford wants to try to utilize available funds to improve entrances to the City.  (Ms. Hull explained the reasons the City did not approve DelDOT’s proposal.)  Ms. Ratchford  is seeking guidance from the Planning Commission to address traffic and signage issues and meet with DelDOT in early 2013 to address problems.
  
Mr. Drew Hayes of Fore Site Associates talked about signage in the historic district and truck traffic.  Signage is very poor around the industrial park and he suggested a sign in the median showing either the name of the road or industrial park.  Problems include signs prohibiting truck traffic are confusing and multiple signs in the same area.  Use of simple, visual, easy to recognize signs is favored.  Suggestions for DART and tour bus routes were offered.  Truck issues can be addressed immediately if we can get DelDOT’s attention.  (Lengthy discussion followed.)

Mr. Bird offered to invite DelDOT to our January 2013 meeting to discuss a major personal/property safety issue in the City and suggested asking City Council to meet with DelDOT and City officials in early 2013 to start moving forward.

A motion was made by Mr. Justice to ask City Council to contact DelDOT requesting a meeting with the Planning Commission and/or City Council to address an identified urgent safety need with large trucks in the downtown area due to their being lost due to poor signage and what DelDOT can do to alleviate this issue, and update the City and Planning Commission on transportation planning for the City.  Ms. Fiske seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

Parking Committee -- Mr. Justice reported the parking survey has been distributed in utility bills and is available at the library.  Ms. Wurtzel added that people can use library computers to do the survey.  Surveys are due 1/11/13.  The informal parking inventory (personal and private) has been completed (6th Street to the river).  Signage related to parking was found to be confusing and needs to be addressed.  Electronic surveys are available immediately to WILMAPCO and paper surveys will be provided to Heather Dunigan of WILMAPCO.  It was unknown when the evaluation of survey responses would be completed.

Neighborhood Study – Ms. Hull informed a Planning Commission workshop, open to the public, would take place in January 2013 with a community workshop held later.  Mr. Bird referenced the 1993 neighborhood study that is available on the City’s website and the University of Delaware’s (UD) website and serves as background information.  Mr. Bird will look into getting a copy for the library and Mr. Justice will provide a link to the UD website to fellow commissioners.  

Riverfront Development Study – Ms. Ratchford said a new Request for Proposal   is being developed “post Superstorm Sandy” and will be re-issued for bid.  

New Business – Mr.DiAngelo questioned the absence of commissioners and Mr. Bird will follow up to determine their interests.  

Status of Proposed Zoning Changes – Ms. Hull reported there are no changes.

Budget – Mr. Bird will look into getting American Planning Association materials for commissioners; Mr. DiAngelo declined.  Materials are funded by the City.

Next Meeting & Adjournment – The next meeting is scheduled for 1/28/13 at 7 p.m.  There being no further business the meeting adjourned at 7:54 p.m.
 
Respectfully submitted,


Debbie Turner
Stenographer
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