Planning Commission Parking Sub-Committee Meeting
June 13, 2013

[bookmark: _GoBack]MINUTES
New Castle City Planning Commission Parking Study Sub-Committee Meeting
June 13, 2013 – 4 p.m.
City of New Castle Town Hall

Members Present:  	Dr. Joanne Viola, Chair
			Andrew Hayes
			Gail Seitz
			Jonathan Justice*
			Heather Dunigan, WILMAPCO
Jim Vincent
Albert Vannucci
Lt. Adam Brams

Member Absent:	Susan Marinelli

*joined meeting at 4:05 p.m.
           
Dr Viola called the meeting to order at 4 p.m.     

Approval of the Minutes – A motion was made and seconded to approve the minutes of the 4/16/13 and 5/21/13 meetings.  Motion was approved.

Future Meetings – The consensus of the group is they will communicate by email through the summer and begin meetings again in September.  
 
Communications – None.

OLD BUSINESS
Parking Survey – Survey results have been presented to the Planning Commission and have been published on the City website and New Castle Weekly; copies are at the library and City office.

Issues prioritized at the last meeting:  
· Short-term signage -- inconsistency and enforcement issues.

· Interest in residential parking permits – Ms. Seitz is reviewing information provided by Ms. Dunigan.  Where would parking permit policy apply (historic district or whole City)?  Is there a process for streets to apply for parking permits?  Is this only for properties without off-street parking?  Other items to consider include the application process (cost, renewals, how to apply, types of permits, etc.), and control and enforcement (mark spaces, limit number of cars per household, time limit, etc.)

· Code regulations – Mr. Justice has researched the City Code pertaining to parking (Ordinance 189) and will do more research.  Ms. Dunigan will assist with the bicycle parking section.

Barbara Alfree, 203 Harmony Street – There has been a number of addendums passed to Ordinance 189 making current language unclear.   Mr. Justice will work to locate the resolutions to determine what has been changed.  

· Off-Street Parking – Mr. Vincent reported a draft of notes has been done pertaining to what parking lots belong to who, who uses them.  They plan to speak with the Colonial School District about lots at the old high school and grade school.  He may speak with the Trustees about the lot at the private charter school adjacent to the elementary school.     

Safety concerns with having three schools side by side on Route 273 were discussed.  Lt. Brams noted more crossing guards are needed for all three schools, and more attention is needed to the shoulder area at Family Foundations for people picking up/dropping off students (over flow from school parking lot).  

· Mixed-Use – Mr. Hayes has started to categorize uses for the downtown district.  Issues raised were commuters coming into the City to pick up a DART bus or car pool elsewhere, and the park-and-ride concept.   

Way Finding & Signage – Mr. Hayes said maps have been completed and DelDOT signs have been installed for Historic New Castle.  They are working on the graphic component for directional signage in the City.  Signage would need to be approved by HAC.

NEW BUSINESS
Dr. Viola informed that Sandra Scott has resigned due to work commitments.

Timelines were discussed.  Committee members will work on their assigned tasks during the summer.  Short-term signage issues could be done in two months.  Events (gatherings over 25 people) – involves looking at the City permit application and review process.  Parking is not addressed in the process.  Help will be provided to the City to acquire scheduling software to avoid event conflicts. 

Comments from the Floor
Carol Hickman, Shawtown – Asked if the group is looking at existing lots for new potential spaces in the downtown area or thinking about making lots from purchased property.  Dr. Viola said those things are being considered.  Ms. Hickman asked if the group believes there is a parking problem beyond the downtown area.  Ms. Dunigan said some neighborhoods have petitioned to have their streets included in the permit process, some for specific streets, and some neighborhoods are close to the downtown area.  

Next Meeting – The next subcommittee meeting is scheduled for September, date to be determined.

There being no further business to discuss the meeting was adjourned at 4:55 p.m.


Debbie Turner
Stenographer

(Debbie Turner, Stenographer, not present at meeting; minutes prepared from recording.)
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