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EMERGENCY INFORMATION

1. The 74 to 160 mile per hour winds of a hurricane can
extend inland for hundreds of miles. Hurricanes can spawn
tomadoes, which add to the destructiveness of the storm.
Floods and flash floods generated by torrential rains also cause
damage and loss of life. Following a hurricane, inland streams
and rivers can flood and trigger landslides.

2. When a hurricane watch is issued, the best response is to
protect your property by boarding up windows, bringing in
outside items, and being prepared to evacuate the area as soon
as officials so advise.

3. Even more dangerous than the high winds of a hurricane is
the storm surge—a dome of ocean water that can be 20 feet
high at its peak and 50 to 100 miles wide. The surge can
devastate coastal communities as it sweeps ashore. Nine out of
10 hurricane fatalities are attributable to the storm surge.
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Areas in the United States vulnerable to hurricanes include the Atlantic and Gulf coasts from
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C A N E SIS

A hurricane is a tropical storm with
winds that have reached a constant
speed of 74 miles per hour or more.
Hurricane winds blow in a large
spiral around a relatively calm
center known as the “eye.” The
“eye” is generally 20 to 30 miles
wide, and the storm may extend
outward 400 miles. As a hurricane
approaches, the skies will begin to
darken and winds will grow in
strength. As a hurricane nears
land, it can bring torrential rains,
high winds, and storm surges. A
single hurricane can last for more
than 2 weeks over open waters and
can run a path across the entire
length of the eastern seaboard.
August and September are peak
months during the hurricane

season, that lasts from June I
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