New Castle City Board of Elections
Minutes
January 15, 2025 - 6:30 p.m.
1 Municipal Boulevard

Members Present: Marianne Caven, Chair
Rodney Pratt
Connie Reese
Adrienne Indellini

Absent: Carolyn Travers

Also Present: Diane Delgado, City Absentee Ballot Clerk
Antonina Tantillo, City Administrator

Ms. Caven called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm. Roll call followed and a quorum to
conduct business was declared.

Minutes

Ms. Caven made note that in the 5t bullet on page 1, it states that six (6) poll workers were
secured. She stated that one poll worker contacted her and she was able to accommodate
her; however she had no information on the others. She asked Mr. Pratt to forward contact
information on the other five (5) poll workers.

A motion to approve the minutes of the September 28, 2023 meeting as presented
was made, seconded and unanimously carried.

General Discussion of April 12, 2025, Special Election Needs and Procedures
Ms. Caven reported that:
e She has the necessary forms to file to commit to using the County machines and they
are ready to be signed.

e Ms. Delgado will procure and provide insurance information.
e There are a few items in the City Code that need to be reviewed and/or updated.

e Regarding concerns from the 2023 election the Code states that voters must be
qualified, registered voters at least five (5) days prior to the election; and in the
2023 election there was one voter who was registered two (2) days before the
election. A discussion of the situation from the 2023 election ensued.

e She has a good list of potential poll workers.

e The Notice of the Solicitation of Candidates is posted on the City website. The first
date to file is February 34 and the last date to file is February 28th,

e The election will be held at the New Castle Senior Center. Ms. Tantillo confirmed
that the Senior Center is still available.

Public Comment
Phil Gross - 1301 13th Street
e Mr. Gross noted that the time for candidates to file has been shortened, and he was
informed that the State does not mandate on that window. He asserted that
someone wanted to close the window and requested that the window be put back to
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the way it has been. He asked when the meeting was held, who was invited, was the
public part of it, and what the reason behind the decision was.

e Mr. Gross stated that he put in a formal complaint and will go further this year if Mr.
Pratt is left on the Board. He stated that he can get affidavits as to comments made
by Mr. Pratt about candidates on the ballot at the last election; but wanted to give
the Board the chance to handle the matter internally before he put it on social media
and filed a formal complaint. Ms. Caven stated that there are procedures to follow
and that the matter would be further investigated.

Ms. Tantillo stated that as City Administrator it was her responsibility to work with staff to
review all dates and documents for the election. The dates and documents were reviewed
in accordance with State and City Code requirements and the required minimum time for
solicitation of candidates is 20 days. The City is providing 26 days for the solicitation of
candidates. Formerly the solicitation was in January, but there was no requirement to start
the solicitation in January and the administrative decision was made to move the
solicitation to February. Ms. Tantillo met with Ms. Caven to inform her of the change.
There was no requirement to hold a meeting or to have the public in attendance.

Michael Platt - Van Dyke Village
Mr. Platt stated that Mayor Leary stated on her Facebook page that “the decision to reduce
the filing window was made after a meeting with the Board of Election Chair, the attorney”.

Ms. Tantillo stated that there was no need to have such a long solicitation period, and there
was no rationalization to have the solicitation in January. Ms. Caven stated that there was
no formal meeting. She met with Ms. Tantillo, and neither the attorney nor the Mayor were
present. Mr. Platt argued that if the Mayor publishes anything under her name as Mayor, it
becomes an official city document. Ms. Tantillo stated that the official City document is the
Solicitation of Candidates that is posted on the City website.

There being no further business to discuss, Ms. Caven called for a motion to adjourn.

A motion to adjourn was made, seconded and unanimously carried and the meeting
adjourned at 6:50 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Kathleen R. Weirich
City Stenographer
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