



Resolution 2026-43
A Resolution in support of the City of New Castle pursuing an application for the Blueprints Community Program 

WHEREAS, Blueprint Communities® is an initiative of the Federal Home Loan Bank of Pittsburgh (FHLBank) that revitalizes communities and neighborhoods with a population of less than 30,000; in Delaware, Pennsylvania and West Virginia. Created by FHLBank in 2005, the initiative prepares and supports Blueprint Communities teams as they develop and implement a revitalization plan.
Community teams receive a series of support over a 10-year period to help them prioritize
initiatives, connect to expertise, build a plan of action, and access implementation resources.
Plans are designed with community input to address locally identified needs. Past plans
have included strategies to increase tourism, develop quality affordable housing, support
the local business community, and redevelop historic buildings.; and

WHEREAS, The City of New Castle seeks to submit a application to become a Blueprint Community; and

WHEREAS, The Blueprint Community program requires the following:

· A fiscal agent identified to receive funding for their Blueprint Community initiatives
· A need to focus direction, and to build their capacity to move forward
· Existing efforts related to community development initiatives or projects
· Participants that can commit to the 18-month training schedule
· Willingness to learn and grow as a team, and utilize new opportunities.; and

WHEREAS, The Blueprint Community program also requires the assembly of a community team of about ten local stakeholders to include:
· Employee of FHLBank Pittsburgh member financial institution (
· Local government official
· Real estate developer or specialist
· Representative of a community organization
· Economic development professional; and

WHEREAS, The City Council of the City of New Castle desires for the City to become a Blueprint Community to focus on the capacity building and direction of the entire City; and
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Council of New Castle hereby resolves that the City Council supports the City Administrator in pursuing a competitive grant application for the Blueprints Community Program and solicit interest in individuals willing to serve on a community team with Council Person Mattaway and Council Person Day and City Administrator Tantillo. 
PASSED this 13th day of October, 2026.
	
_________________________________   	 	_________________________________
Suzanne Souder, City Council President	     	Joseph F. Day, III, Councilperson


_________________________________   		_________________________________
Andrew Zeltt, Councilperson	                    		Nermin Zubaca, Councilperson

_________________________________               
Brian Mattaway, Councilperson               		Attest:

                                                                                       
                                                                            														_________________________________
Courtaney Taylor, City Clerk





